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sixteen points, he was told it was too late as a Polish
representative had not arrived by midnight.

Yet in spite of this flagrant behaviour, the Poles
on August 31st, through the good offices of the
British Government, were ready to send their
Ambassador to the Wilhelmstrasse to discuss details
"as to where, with whom, and on what basis nego-
tiations should be commenced." The Polish Ambas-
sador, M. Lipski, was not received, however, until the
evening of the 31st. Immediately after the interview
the German Government broadcast the proposals.
M. Lipski tried to make contact with Warsaw, but
could not do so as all means of communication
between Poland and Germany had been closed by the
German Government. In the early hours of Sep-
tember 1st, the invasion of Poland began, and
placards in London soon announced the bombing of
Warsaw. Hitler's speech to the Reichstag and pro-
clamation to the army, spoke with unbridled insolence
of Polish aggression, "in order to put an end to this
lunacy I have no other choice than to meet force with
force from now on." Danzig was proclaimed part of
the Reich.

But the last word was not with Hitler on that day.
In a memorable speech Mr. Chamberlain described
the drama of those last hours in Berlin, and his
narrative remains one of the most damning indict-
ments in all our Parliamentary annals. "The time
has come/1 he observed, "when action rather than
speech is required. Eighteen months ago in this
House I prayed that the responsibility might not fall
upon me to ask this country to accept the awful
arbitrament of war. I fear I may not be able to avoid
that responsibility. But at any rate I cannot wish for
conditions in which such a burden should fall upon
me in which I should feel clearer than I do to-day
where my duty lies. .. . Now that all the relevant